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Local governments in Boone County say they have enough salt to treat icy roads for the rest of the

winter even though the area has been hammered with record snowfall this month.

• More Boone County news at NKY.com/Boonecounty

Boone County Engineer Greg Sketch said the county has used about

5,000 to 5,500 tons of salt, costing about $325,000. He said the

county has plenty of it.

"We keep getting it in so we keep refilling our new dome," he said.

"And that's really helped a lot because that gives us a lot to start with

so that ... we won't ever run low."

With three major storms this month, February 2010 is now the

snowiest February on record for Cincinnati. The area had 23.1 inches

of snow through Feb. 15, according to the National Weather Service.

The previous record was 21.4 inches in February 1914.

Despite facing a rapid succession of snow storms, Florence is doing

OK, said Public Services Director Bob Townsend.

"We actually didn't use much salt during the (Feb. 15) storm,"

Townsend said.

Throwing down salt while it's still snowing means the salt will

eventually just get plowed away, he said.

Once snow storms subside and plowing has started, then the city will

begin salting, Townsend said.

"A big storm like this, we'll use just about as much salt as a small

storm," he said.

Like Florence, Walton didn't use much of its salt supply, Mayor Phil

Trzop said.

"We're ready to go for the next storm," he said.

The city of Union pays Spillman Lawncare in Dry Ridge to treat its wintry roads. In Union, 400 tons

of salt have been used this winter with 100 tons on order. City Commissioner Bob Kelly, who also

serves as the city's commissioner of public works, said he is not worried about running out of salt

at this point because Spillman Lawncare owner Greg Spillman assures him that he has access to

plenty of it.

Currently the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet's District 6 which includes Boone County has 10,000

tons of salt, which is low, but has 17,000 tons on order, according to spokeswoman Nancy Wood.
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Each season they start out with 30,000 tons.

Lots Of Overtime For Some

During snow storms, plow crews work around the clock, split up into 12-hour shifts. Despite having

employees working at all times during storms, Florence doesn't take a big financial hit, Townsend

said.

"The guys are getting a lot of overtime, but we budget for it," he said.

Sketch said since the first event on Dec. 7, the county has spent approximately $100,000 in

overtime. He said that is a lot. The amount was through Feb. 14. He estimates the county will have

probably $110,000 to $115,000 in overtime if one counts the three days of Presidents Day week.

The state is not really using a lot of overtime compared to last year. Wood estimates between six

to eight days of overtime.

"It's just the nature of the game," she said. "It's not a lot to the people who need to get to places.

Six days worth of overtime is worth people being able to be mobile."

This season, District 6 has spent about $3.3 million including salt, labor and equipment.

Walton's three-man crew worked hard for about 23 hours to get roads clean from the Feb. 15

storm, Trzop said.

"The guys did a great job," he said.

When the Walton Fire Protection District gave its old station to the city's public works department,

old beds were left behind, which allowed plow drivers to get rest during the storm, he said.

Obama Wants You Educated
Get Your Degree Online From A Top Online School.
Search All Programs.
www.YourDegree.com

New Financial Aid Options for College
If you make less than $45,000/year,you may qualify
for a Pell Grant.
www.ClassesUSA.com

Florence Refinance at 4.25% FIXED!
No hidden fees! (4.4% APR) Get 4 FREE Quotes! No
SSN reqd.
www.LendGo.com

       

Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com Cars: Cars.com Apartments: Apartments.com Shopping: ShopLocal.com Homes: Homefinder.com

HOME | NEWS | SPORTS | ENTERTAINMENT | LIVING | BUSINESS | COMMUNITIES | OPINION | PHOTOS & VIDEOS | OBITS | WEATHER | BLOGS & TWITTER | Site Map

Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | About Us | Work for Us | Subscribe

Copyright ©2010
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated March 2009 .

Boone salt supplies in good shape | cincinnati.com | nky.Com http://nky.cincinnati.com/article/C2/20100218/NEWS/2180325/-1/record...

2 of 2 2/18/2010 4:33 PM


